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r eturn'? Well, regulators and state c ourts in sever ' state s
have said, you know, that's enough to establish nexus . Now it ' s

not t he stand -a lone Internet; it's the Internet with the local
store. And if th at ' s the cas e, then you' re...these transactions
are taxable. So th er e w e re a n um ber of l aw s uits and regu lat o ry

action in other states, some places by le g islation. Ar kansa s, I
believe it wa s Mich i gan...no, Minnesota, and California were
places in which lawsuits or state l e gislation h ad spru ng up .
Seeing the handwriting on the wall, major retailers said, look,
between fighting a re a rguard action in a number of states or

ignoring our customers who want these kinds of services, we want
to do a d eal . We will s tart co llecting sales tax, state sal es
tax. That's a lot easier for them to do, because there are a
whole lot of cit y sales taxes and they don't want to do that.
There are like 6,000 city sales taxes. But they would say tha t
they would collect state sales tax. And they essentially made a
deal with the 38 states w h o are worki ng on the streamline
project, and Nebraska is one of them. What we said is, amnesty
on any pr evious s a les tax up until the ag reement. So ,
" ki n g ' s X . " Can't go backwards. Can't audit. You can 't get
any money fr om the past. But going forward, you will collect
our state sales tax . And th is includes Wal- Mart,
Marshall Field's, Target, Toys " R" Us , N er v yn ' s , Bar n es & No b l e ,
and "Amazon.corn." So one of the things that you see in LB 282
here is, in part , that ab ili ty of when enough state s are
together, that th ese re taile rs we re ab le to make a de al a nd

saying, look, we' ll get amnesty, and we' ll start complying. It
will help us a ll , it see m s to me , if we can get national
retailers to give us the sales tax. And I' ll te ll yo u why .
It's good for Barnes & Noble on the Internet to pay us because
they also compete with Bluestem Bookstore, a little used-book
store under the railroad viaduct here in Lincoln. They compete
with Lee Booksellers, a homegrown operation w ith a couple of
locations in th is tow n . They com p ete with Gr eat Pl ains Press,
that sells books . And th e y h ave a 7 per c ent price differential,

because they' re not collecting sales ta x, up u ntil now . What
the streamline. . .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR LAN D IS : .project will let us do is to g et to t ho se
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